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Years 3 & 4 at PPS focus on providing a rich curriculum that equips 
students with the tools to thrive in their future educational journeys. 
Grounded in our motto, Steadfast and True, we foster a culture that values 
diverse identities and authentic engagement with Te Ao Māori. Through 
collaborative inquiry and a balance of core academic foundations, our 
students develop the critical thinking skills necessary to navigate a 
changing world.

Puriri Syndicate



Communication - HERO

STEADFAST AND TRUE  •  TE KURA O TE RIMU TAHI

● All communication is 
now through Hero

● Make sure you have 
downloaded the app and 
signed in

● Allow notifications



Parent Liaison - we need you!
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● You help make the fun happen. Fundraisers and events only succeed when someone helps 
rally the troops — that someone could be you!

● You’re a motivator and organiser. Sending the occasional email, encouraging volunteers, 
and helping coordinate small things among our parents makes a big difference.

● You make our  job easier. Having a Parent Liaison means we can focus more on teaching 
while knowing communication and events are supported.

● You help create special memories. With the first even being the Colour Run, you help build 
the “extras” that kids remember.
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Broad Curriculum Development Programme - Year 3 & 4
This occurs on a Thursday after morning tea and after lunch. Children will select two activities a term. 

Each term they will be able to choose two new activities (numbers permitting). 
BLOCK 2 - Pick 1 (kapa haka is an extra)

11:30 - 12:15 Kapa Haka 

12:15 - 1:00
Lego Masters with Mrs Benge
Soccer with Miss O’Neill
Mandarin with Miss Clark and a Mandarin teacher
Sports Leadership with Mr Clague
Banqer (Financial Literacy) with Mrs Oliver

BLOCK 3  - Pick 1

2:00 - 2.50
Coding with Mrs Oliver
Crafternooning with Mrs Benge
Drama with Mr Clague
Cartooning with Miss O’Neill
Sewing with Miss Clark
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Fostering your child’s independence - self management
We really encourage the children in Puriri syndicate to start taking responsibility for their independence 
which means:

● Not coming into the classroom before 8:30am
● Remembering items like devices, hats, drink bottles and togs
● Carrying their own school bag to school
● Getting ready for the day by bringing notices, filling drink bottle, bringing in their pencil case etc...
● Bringing in their devices charged (or charging them themselves at school) (Year 4)
● Remembering their homework and house shirts on Friday

It would be great if you could foster this independence by gently reminding them if they have forgotten but letting them take responsibility for it.
Little problems that happen at school need to be sorted out at school if possible. It's much better if we can deal with the issue rather than you 
being unnecessarily concerned about it.
We expect children to prepare themselves for the day's work ahead. School starts at 8:50 so they need time to organise themselves. Being at 
school by 8:45 gives them this time.
We love seeing you in the class and encourage you to come in and have a look at your child’s work.  Having them show you their classroom and 
their work fosters their independence too.
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HOMEWORK
There is set homework Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights.  
Expectations: 

● A minimum of 15 minutes reading and the Reading Log to be filled in.  This might be a text from school or a book they are 
reading at home - we encourage reading for enjoyment.

● A minimum of 10 minutes learning and revisiting Numeracy Skills, basic facts and some strand work through a variety of 
websites/activity sheets.  Year 3 will have a guided practice sheet weekly and Year 4’s will access the website links through 
Google Classroom.        

● A minimum of 5 minutes learning the weekly spelling sounds and patterns that we are focussing on in class that week.  
Optional: 

● Creative Corner/Te Reo - the children can choose one of these a week - challenges outside the box.
 Notices:      

● General Notices - for parents.  They are usually upcoming events or reminders.

We know that children do after school activities so please let us know if they can’t finish their homework and we can alter 
expectations.



Homework
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Practice pages each week

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
maths-games/hit-the-button

https://maths.prototec.co.nz/

Study Ladder

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://maths.prototec.co.nz/
https://www.studyladder.co.nz/student


Maths Practice 
from the week

STEADFAST AND TRUE  •  TE KURA O TE RIMU TAHI



Homework
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Reading
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Year 3 and 4 is a transition time when we as teachers move from organising all reading material, to when 
children are encouraged to make sensible selections. These can include:

● Library books - school and public 
● Old favourites from the independent book box (these will be an easier level for recreational reading)
● Books from their own shelves
● Fiction and nonfiction (a balance)
● Comics and graphic novels (a balance)
● Websites - e.g. Epic, Sunshine Online

When listening to your children read, it's not all in decoding the words. Reading on the lines, between the lines 
and beyond the lines.  We cannot stress enough the importance of reading to your children. Don't forget to take 
the time to discuss the books.  



Maths - Oxford Maths
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This year we are supplementing our Maths teaching with a 
programme designed by Oxford University Press. 

- Aligns with the NZ curriculum.
- Mastery approach where we revisit topics through the year. 
- Our goal is confident, capable mathematicians who enjoy 

learning maths.
- It does not replace our hands on activities, maths games, group 

work, investigations, and real life problem solving. It supports 
and strengthens them.



Digital Technology
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Year 4’s use these a lot

Reading

Maths
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We are really excited about working with your children and with 
you this year.  

We are loving getting to know them and finding out how they best 
want to learn.

Thank you for coming!  If you have any questions we are happy to 
answer them for you - just come and see us.

From the Puriri Team


